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Bricf facis of the case:-

[ he appeilant. by cluiming that the CIC has appointed a Central Government Standing
Council in g ease 16 ivil Noo 172 ol 2019, whose term has already expired on 31.12.2019 as a
CGSCLashed tor todlow ing irfonmanion:

“handin torward the approsal or order regarding extension of Gaurav Kanth (the said

COnCr e CGSE i mailable with Gauray Kanth or with CIC. Alternatively. it no

it extension iy engagement of Gaurav Kanth as CGSC has been granted by the

competeri authont, certified copies of following documents may be provided:

(i Arpioval of Minister of Dol T ror representing Divya Prakash Singh m above
cose min e sapplicd under RTT Act 2005 so that no ebjection 1s raised by
inrormation seener in capacits ol petitioner in the above case in High Court of
Dol onail dates subsequent o 31.12.2019.

D/& (i) It neither the term of Gauray Kanth has been extended as CGSC bevond
T 2ulu o the approval of Ministerol DoPT has been obtained. the same
may He contirmed.”

Replv by CPTO o
I cesporse o the afove R application. the CPHO. Shri Kishore Kumar Pukhral.

opal Coll 10 provided the ollowing information to the appellant:
. C./Po o 3o
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“On perusal of RT1 application, it is stated that the record of the information sought

by vou, is not held by this office™.

Ground of First Appealk:-

3. Aggrieved with the reply provided by the CPIO, the appellant filed first appeal before

the First Appellate Authority on following ground:
“CP10 without going into the intent of RTI Act, 2003, particularly Section 2(f) of RTI
Act. 2005 has very casually replied that the information sought is not held by this
office. Thus Section 2(f) is given below Information means any material in any form,
including records. documents. memos, e-mails, advices, press releases, circulars,
orders, logbook. contracts, reports. papers, samples, models, data material held in any
electronic form and information relating to any private body which can be assessed by
a public authority under any other law for the time being in force. CP1O has not
applied the provisions of Section 6(3) of RT] Act. 2005, indicating that requested
information does not relate to other public authority, implying it relates to a private
body i.e. CGSC is a private body and information does not relate to Ministry of Law.
As per law Central Information Commission can engage a CGSC only if that CGSC
has épproval of being appointed as CGSC by the competent authority and as per law
Central Commission can obtain such information from the concerned CGSC about his
approval as CGSC and provide 1o information seeker, as clear from Section 2(f) of
RTI- Act. 2005, which 1s the information relating to private body which can be
accessed by Central Information Commission. In addition to above the attention of
CP1O may be brought to the decision of Central Information Commission dectsion
dated 03.01.2020 in F.No. CIC/MOCAF/A/2018/637671, copy is also being attaéhcd
herewith for ready reference and will give some sermon to this particular CPIO who is
acting a stumbling block in supplving information on the matter of transparency,
being the essence of this Act. In case CPIO gives reply to this content of appeal, he
may be advised to supply the copy of such reply to the appeliant so that appellant can
fite rejoinder to such a reply and hence in view of this FAA is requested to kindly
aive sufficient number of days as notice period such as at least 20 days and appeilant
should have at least 07 clear days to reply to CPI1Os reply. It may be noted that as per
High Court of Dethi order date 21.12,2018 in WP C 13890 of 2018, appellant has to
be given meaning full hearing opportunity. meaning of ireqsg-mablp hearing -
opportunity. which has already been intimated to FAA against one of ,m.)lf; reccﬁt ﬁfstf
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appeal and 1 FAA wanis he can comtact appellant on mobile to understand the
meaning ol reasonable hearing. FAA s thus requested to kindly hold hearing. a
reasonable hearing  end  order CPIO o provide the requested  information

mmmcdiateds 7

Decisinn with Reason:-
4. On perusal of the Appeal. RTI application and CPIO’s reply. it is observed that the
appellant. through his R application. has asked tor “copy of the order regarding extension
of Ciauray Kanth (the CGSOL as CGSC bevond 31.12.2019. i available with Gaurav Kanth
or with C1C and whernatively . il no such extension in engagement ot Gaurav Kanth as CGSC
hus been granted by the competent authority. certified copies of approval of Mmister of
Dol [ for engaging hint incase Noo 172 o 2009, may be supplied and il neither the extension
order ner the approy al of minister is available with CIC. the same may be confirmed.”

The CIP10Y in his repls has intimated the appellant. ~on perusal of R'T application. it1s
Cstated that the record of the information sought by vou. is not held by this otfice™. It is
abserved thai the rephy given by the CPIO is factual and as per provision of the RTI Act.
p3ITRY

Sinee the iwctual posttion has alrcady been intimated by the CPIO 1o the appellant.

further interyention is notreguired on the part of the FAA . in the matter.

s The appeal is being dispoesed ot accordingly.
6. In case the appetlant is agerieved by the decision. he is free to [ile second appeal. il he
s desires, before the Central Information Commission. Baba Gang Nuth Marg. Munirka.

wew Delhi- 110067 against this order within 90 dayvs,

Bated the 19 February, 2020. ?WW

{Mcena Balli‘manc Sharma)
First Appellate Authority
Tel: 26162290
Copy to:-
CPHO.RTY Celi. C1C, New Delhi.
Shri Kishore Kumar Pukhreal. Legal Cell, CUC, New Dethi.
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